
Wheelchair Tennis – Part I:
Birth of a Program and How to 

Sustain It.
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Today’s Speakers

Dan James
Randy Snow
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Today’s Objectives
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Overview of Today’s Webinar
People needed 

Venue for wheelchair tennis
Equipment necessary

Recruitment 
Funding

Resources
Why run a program?
Top 3 Benefactors

What is Wheelchair Tennis?
The US Open!!!
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A Question?
But first, what is a wheelchair tennis program?
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People

The Program Director  

Skills:

People oriented
Management 
Leadership
Compassion
Be a roller of “sleeves”
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People 

The Tennis Coach

Can be other than Program 
Director

Suggested tennis background 
and teaching knowledge

May work at a tennis club, a 
Parks and Rec Facility, or a 
Volunteer who wants to MOD!
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People 

The Participant

Who? anyone who cannot play “regular” tennis

What?   requires a “disability” (whatever that is?)

Why?    mind, body and spirit!!
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Venue

Where are we going to do our program? 
Could be tennis courts/facility, or a gymnasium, indoor soccer field, even large 
auditorium! Let’s discuss these examples:
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Venue

Logistics

Court selection
Time (quads, first timers, 
etc)
Lights
Schedule (avoid work)
Water
Distance to parking
Viewing by public
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Venue

Accessibility
Parking
Rest room
Court access
Between court access
Tennis shop access
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Equipment
Rackets and Balls

Adult rackets 
Junior rackets 
Different types of balls
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Equipment

The Sports Chair (ideally speaking)
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Equipment

Teaching aids

Cooling equipment for hi-level disabilities

Quad gripping and wrap

Straps
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Recruitment

A review of “handicaps”

Amputee
Spina bifida
CVR
Degenerative
Birth defect
Spinal cord (para & quad)
Les Autres
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Recruitment

Rehab Centers

Veteran’s Hospitals

Children’s Hospitals
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Recruitment

Support groups

Other wheelchair sports groups

School districts
Colleges
Universities

DME companies
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Recruitment

Governmental Agencies 
(vocational support)

Advocacy groups

Recreation centers

Churches
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Contact

How to approach and 
recruit players for your 
program?

Personal visit or
referral source
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Contact

How to approach and 
recruit players for your 
program?

exhibitions at able-bodied 
sports events or other 
sports events
clinics
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Contact

How to approach and 
recruit players for your 
program?

Informational flyer
Email broadcast
Advertisements
Signage
Television/morning 
show
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Funding

Who is going to pay for your program?
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Funding

Donations (individual, corporate, 
non-profits)
Grants
Fund raisers



Wheelchair Tennis Part I: Birth of a Program

Funding

Partnerships 
(corporate, not for profit, 
governmental, sports sharing, 
planned giving)
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Funding

Non profit stand alone 501 c 3
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Resources

Blaze Sports Clubs
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Resources

USTA (new DVD and Manual, Grass Roots 
Manual, Collegiate Manual)
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Resources

USPTA (teaching certification)
USPTR (teaching certification)
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Resources

ITF (tournament information, 
Coaches Review)
Silver Fund
US Paralympics
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Star performer programs as examples:

Dallas
San Diego
Grand Rapids
Boca Raton 
Salt Lake City
Arizona
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Publications:

Take Two, SNS, DVD 
Manual, wheelchair tennis 
books-David Sans, 
French book, doubles 
book, several scholarly 
articles 
for doctorate programs
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Why do a program?

Social responsibility and integration 
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Why do a program?

The Club (facility)

marketing and visibility
social responsibility
source of revenue
role modeling for 
members/juniors
inspiration to all
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Why do a program?

The Teaching 
Professional/Coach/Recrea
tional Leader

renewed energy
income
new opportunities
helps expand teaching 
knowledge
biomechanics
credit enhancement
chics and dudes love this 
stuff!!!
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Why do a program?

The Player

health
social integration
play options: 
(rehabilitation, 
recreation, competition)
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Wheelchair Tennis

history (Brad Parks, Snow and 
camps), NFWT, USTA, grass 
roots emphasis, international 
schedule of tournaments, ITF 
and Paralympics
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Wheelchair Tennis

The 3 differences (2 bounces, no 
lateral movement, limited 
preparation)
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Wheelchair Tennis

The US Open USTA Championships
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Wheelchair Tennis

Closing remarks:

Questions?

Contact: 
Dan James USTA
James@usta.com
www.USTA.com

Thanks to Sports N Spokes, Curt Beamor, 
the ITF and Randy Snow for pictures!
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Technical Assistance
Please contact Jeff Jones:

Phone: 770-850-9095
E-mail: jjones@blazesports.org

BlazeSports America
National Office

280 Interstate North Circle, Suite 450
Atlanta, GA 30339

www.blazesports.org
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QUESTIONS?
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SURVEY

After we end this webinar, you will be 
sent an email with a link to a  

survey. We would appreciate you 
spending a few minutes 

completing this follow-up survey. 

Thank You!
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