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Good deeds
From Staff Reports
Sunday, September 16, 2007 COMMENT PRINT EMAIL

State Rep. Ben Harbin, R-Evans, created a legislative study to identify and
create opportunities for student athletes with disabilities at a meeting Aug. 20
at the Roosevelt Warm Springs Institute for Rehabilitation in Warm Springs,
Ga.

Mr. Harbin created the committee after
meeting Kurt Lawton, of Grovetown, a
wheelchair athlete. Mr. Lawton had to
leave Georgia after high school because of
a lack of opportunities to compete at the
college level. He is attending the University
of Arizona on a quad rugby scholarship.

"It is my hope that this committee is the
first step in giving athletes like Kurt
opportunities comparable to those
provided non-disabled Georgia students
on the collegiate level," Mr. Harbin said.

Special
Children with disabilities played
wheelchair basketball at the
BlazeSports' 2007 BlazeCamp
Georgia event this year.
Click photo for options

The Warm Springs meeting is the first of
four scheduled in the state. Future
meetings will explore the development of
pilot programs, recruitment of athletes and
examine nonprofit and private sector
support for different collegiate programs.
Georgia has lacked collegiate sports for
disabled students since Georgia State University terminated the wheelchair
tennis program funded by a grant from the BlazeSports America program.

"BlazeSports Augusta has many talented athletes participating in sports
programs like wheelchair basketball and track and field. Most of these
athletes hope to some day compete at the collegiate level," said Judie
Thompson, director of BlazeSports Augusta. "I appreciate Chairman Harbin
taking the lead on such an important state-wide issue because of his
compassion for our local athletes."
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1. Rants and raves
137 comments today

2. Couple charged in death
35 comments today

3. Cavalier doctors push flu vaccines
25 comments today

4. Give Butler a chance in District 10
25 comments since Mon Oct 22

5. Neglect is suspected in death of woman
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Augusta-area Top Jobs

Trades Wanted: Plumber & Helpers . Exp. preferred.
Must have valid Driver??s License and pass drug screen.
Call 706-855-1272 (more)

Medical Tired of the hospital scene? If so, come join us at
Augusta RYDC for a challenging but very rewarding
career. No lifting & no long hours on your feet. We seek
dedicated RN (F | T &P | T) a... (more)

LOOK! ENTRY LEVEL $425 per week to start.
Established Augusta Company has 24 Entry Level
Positions Open Now. NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED: WE
TRAIN. Call Monday & Tuesday 706-228-6064 | 6068
(more)

View all Augusta TopJobs
Athens Top Jobs

PARENT | CHILD COMMUNITY EDUCATOR Athens
Regional Medical Center has an immediate full time
position working days, evenings, Saturdays, variable
times to meet needs. The position requires a Georgia lic...

(more)
View all Athens TopJobs
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